
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 4, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 

notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney    Gaye Burton 

Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner 

Norma Trueblood 
    

Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  213-2019 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Potential Litigation 
 

Mr. Bayer advised that there would be a discussion on Potential Litigation concerning  
the Vacant Property Registration Fee Ordinance. 

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 213-2019. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

 
Council returned from Closed Session at approximately 6:12 p.m. Council President  

Trueblood advised that Resolution 222-2019 would be added to the Agenda. 
 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to add Resolution 222-2019 to the Agenda. 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Trueblood opened the meeting up to general public comments. 
 

Mr. Bayer advised that Councilman Allen had recused himself from the PTMUA matter as 
he is on the MUA Board and is not participating in any conversations and cannot address 
any questions.  

 

Miguel Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Stated he wanted to give his 5 minutes to Michael 

Tamn. Mr. Bayer explained that this is not how the public comments work and he could 

speak or not speak if he chose.  
 

Michael Tamn, Mt. Holly – 1. Commented on the 2018 report that the Township paid for 
and that Remington & Vernick prepared. Stated that Remington & Vernick are good 
Engineers. Suggested that any firm that is authorized to do a report will lean towards what it 

is the person paying them wants to hear. Mr. Tamn gave a brief history of the MUA 
regarding it’s condition in the 60‘s and 70’s and how the Farmer’s Home Administration 

Loan worked. Expressed that the Township his other problems it needs to worry about.  

 

Dan Hullings, Browns Mills – 1. Stated he has been listening to this argument since it 

started and he honestly thinks both sides have valid concerns. Commented that he wished 
that we could just take a minute and slow down as he does not know what the urgency is to 
make this happen. Commented that he thinks if everyone could just come together and talk 

it through so that both sides, especially the public, are more comfortable with what they are 
about to do. Stated that once it is done there is no going back and what they have now has 

been working. Stated it might work better under the Township and he is not saying it will 
not and it might not, but that right now we know what we have. Commented that he has a 

great concern that both sides do not fully understand what they are about to do. Asked if we 
could just slow down to give everyone more time.  
 



Mr. Bayer advised that there still will be a public hearing and reading on the ordinance to 
dissolve the PTMUA, if and only if, the Local Finance Board approves the Townships 

application. Stated that the application was carried to next weeks Local Finance Board 
meeting. Commented that there is nothing pending now before the Township. Noted that if 

the State Board approves then it will come back here for a public hearing which must be 
advertised and scheduled.  

 

Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Asked who voted Council into office and stated that 
it was the residents. Asked if the residents look like they want this. Asked for a copy of the 
policy rules and regulations stating that you cannot defer your time to someone else to talk. 

Councilwoman Trueblood asked for all to mindful of one or another. Stated that they are 
also elected officials and therefore also have to do their job. Commented that they are not 

being disrespectful at all but want to give all a chance to talk. Ms. Maldonado asked again 
for a copy of the rules and regulations and the date it was adopted.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Stated that when he was on Council, he was lucky enough 
to get a tour of the MUA operations and he was very impressed with how it functioned. 

Advised that he had a problem last week at his home and within an hour and a half 

someone was out there to help him and were pleasant and courteous. 2. Stated he was here 
tonight for the Veterans Advisory Committee and that it was appointed by the Town 

Council. Explained how it works with terms and members at large. Stated that the last time 
he remembered someone being appointed was 3 years ago. Advised that the meeting he 

attended yesterday only had 1 appointed member. Noted he was discouraged because 
Council has not appointed anyone and is not doing their job. Asked Council to look into 

this and try and fix it. 3. Asked for stripes to be painted in the parking lot.  

 

Mark McCarthy, Browns Mills – 1.  Stated he wanted to follow up on what Mr. Hullings 
had said. Stated he felt it would be beneficial for the Township, the PTMUA and the 

residents that when this comes to a public meeting, have some sort of arbitrator come in 
with both sides presenting the numbers and presenting facts. Stated that right now he only 

has what the Township has presented and when he went to the MUA meeting he heard 
their side. Stated he thinks this would be the best thing for the residents and asked for all to 
think about it.  

 

Denny Doyle, New Lisbon – 1. Stated that he does have some knowledge of what is going 
on and just how important the MUA is and how well it has been run. Commented that they 

have had no citations in 40 years and their money is solvent. Advised that they have a new 
executive director. Stated that the complexity of running a sewer plant is immense and you 

need licensed people to be able to do this as it is a very unique and nonstop business. Noted 
that his concern is that the Council currently does not have to focus much on the MUA as it 

is currently under the Board of the MUA. Commented that there are so many opportunities 
here in this town. Advised that we are trying to find our way with the downtown Browns 
Mills area and the Burlington County College property. Commented that the Township is 

running a good ship here with its road and maintenance programs. Stated that there are 
some questions out there about the water but that Council already has so many things on 

their plate. Asked that they concentrate on that and let the MUA continue to be self-
sustaining. Stated that another concern is that there is a lack of communication. Suggested 

that the Council and the MUA have a forum at the High School with ample room, to allow 
for a conversation on the plusses and minuses for dissolving the MUA. Asked if the Local 
Finance Board meeting could be put on hold until the residents, the Council and the MUA 

meets to air out their differences before we go to Trenton. Stated he feels this could be 
figured out in a mutual way. Noted that he is a non-user of the MUA and he is skeptical 

that this will fall back on the non-users.  

 

Mike Scully – 1. Advised that his wife is Gina Scully and that she had been a member of 

the MUA for 40 years. Added that she had spent most of that time as the Administrator of 
the office. Noted that they were rolling along enjoying retirement and then they hear about 
the possibility of the dissolution of the MUA. Commented that they were informed that if 

this took place it could result in the loss of those benefits. Commented that other retirees are 
counting on that health insurance as we speak. Advised that his wife is currently on his 

health insurance but that his concern is if something should happen to him would she be 
able to un-waive her rights and go back on her health insurance. Asked the Council if this 

goes through, will they provide health benefits for the retirees. Councilwoman McCarthy 
stated that Council has been doing a lot of reading and has had many questions and are 
working on getting the facts regarding these questions. Noted that this was a question that 

came up at the meeting at the High School. Advised that this was a concern for Council and 
they did ask this question of the Mayor and Business Administrator and asked for them to 



respond to Mr. Scully. Mr. Hornickel advised that the Townships intent was to continue the 
retirement benefits for the retirees of the PTMUA.  Councilwoman McCarthy stated again 

that this was a concern of the Council and how do they make sure that it gets done and they 
continue to have these discussions and if this does go through, they will make sure that 

those that have retired will not be penalized. Mr. Scully stated that this goes along with 
some of the comments by the public earlier about putting the brakes on this a little bit to 

consider all of the aspects and not just the obvious things that will affect the lives of the 
employees, ex-employees and residents. Encouraged the Council to take heed of that advice 
and discuss these matters. 

 

Michael Sawka, Pemberton – 1. Stated he keeps hearing how well the MUA is run and 
why should it go to the Township. Stated he agrees with this and noted things he sees going 

on within the Township now that we need to concentrate on. Advised that Public Works 
sends out 10-day notices for violations and then there is no follow up that happens. 

Commented that there is no response to the complaint to see what was done. Stated that the 
construction officials do rental inspections and he has helped some of the residents who are 
under a slumlord get moved because of rental inspections that are being approved that 

should not be. Stated he feels that the Township should fix some of these issues within their 

own departments before taking over a new department they are not qualified to run.  

 

Marie Reynolds, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that her concerns are similar to some of the 
other speakers. State she is concerned about all of the things that we are not doing at this 

point and is worried about the Township as a whole. Advised that we have County facilities 
that have been closed, property that is not bringing in tax revenues. Added that we have a 

redevelopment plan that has not gone anywhere for quite some time. Stated that there is 
potential for some industrial growth on the other side of town but will use PILOT funds for 
that. Advised that those funds do not come to the schools. Asked how much we would be 

losing over the next couple years and what the tax burden was going to be for residents. 
Stated that she has been a silent resident for about 25 years but that this issue really stoked 

her because the MUA is one of the few cherries we have on our tree. Stated that this is not 
only because it works well and stated that she has not heard any justification for why now. 

Commented that she feels it is working well and that there are other things the Township 
needs to focus on.  

 

Ann Clark, Country Lakes – 1. State she has lived here for 10 – 11 years and that her home 
has a sewer and private well and that her sewer bill in that time has only increased $10.00 
per quarter. Stated her concern is that her daughter just moved from Mount Laurel to 

Presidential Lakes because of the cheaper taxes. Commented that her fear is that if the 
Township takes over the reserve fund will be absorbed in some other way and she does not 

feel that is fair to her daughter to be assessed for sewer when she has a septic tank.  

 

Diane Massa, Pemberton – 1. Stated she has read through a lot of reports and that it did 

show that the Township could save some money but that there is a paragraph that goes on 
to say that some money would need to be spent on a supplemental position. Commented on 
the June 5th meeting minutes and the comment that the Township had a licensed water 

operator that did not want the position and went back to his old job. Noted that a new 
employee had been hired and is obtaining his license. Stated that it was her understanding 

that the license requirements for water were different than that for sewer. Asked how they 
would fill that position if they are not taking on the current operator of the MUA. Council 

President Trueblood noted that it has not been stated that the current operator will not be 
asked to stay and asked the Mayor to speak on this. Mayor Patriarca commented that as 
stated in the past and again here tonight, we will have a licensed operator at the plant as 

required by the DEP. Stated that we are not in a position to name the person who will be in 
that position and that the requirement is to have one. Ms. Massa stated that nowhere is it 

mentioned what the anticipated salary or benefit package will be for that position. Mayor 
Patriarca advised on the lease and the money that will be saved as well and outweighs the 

savings of the salaries. Advised that this was not an anticipated revenue that will be lost. 
Ms. Massa stated that this is not mentioned in any of the reports. Mr. Bayer stated that the 
report is an Engineering report and not a financial report. Advised that the Local Finance 

Board required supplemental submissions from the Township in connection with the 
application and was submitted and provided to the MUA’s attorney and is on record and on 

file. Stated that this shows that the Township will save in non-employee expenses 
$300,000.00 between the Health plan, JIF insurance, Legal expenses $60,000.00 and 

Engineering costs. Advised that the proposed budget shows a proposed savings of 
$349,000.00 and if include the salary of the current license operator the saving would be 
roughly $240,000.00. Noted that all of this is on record and has been filed with the State. 

Noted that he would say that relying on the Engineering report that was done as the first 
analysis is good politics but is not fair to characterize that as the Townships application 



because it is not.  
 

Michael Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Commented that Council is in way over their heads 
and that this is a bad idea. Stated that the MUA has a plan that does not incur debt and 

noted the $82,000.00 that was taken from the sewer debt and notes that Council had no 
right to take that money. Commented on resolutions that made the money a rent credit. 

Explained the loan agreement that was done with the MUA. Commented on the audit from 
2014 and a note regarding the assets of the MUA. Noted that the money should be given 
back to who it belongs to. Stated that Council should let the MUA do their job as they are 

doing it well and keeping rates low. Stated that before you know it the rates will be going 
through the roof. Commented on the current water increase and the $1.1 million-dollar 

surplus taken from the Water Department. Councilwoman McCartney asked what we do to 
find out where the $82,000.00 went. Mayor Patriarca stated that he will get her the exact 

information which is sheet 4 in the 2014 Budget and explained. Councilwoman McCartney 
noted that the application to the Local Finance Board is on the website and she is sure many 
have reviewed it. Stated that in the application on page 8 it specifies that the dissolution of 

the MUA will not impact the budget, the debt service requirements, debt service ratings, 
local tax rate or service fees. Stated that this is directly in the application and if it was to 

move forward that has to be part of the stipulation. Mayor Patriarca stated that for clarity 
the $32,000.00 was as a result of interest that was accumulated over years on the Townships 

investment in the holdings of the lease payment. Advised that the Township never went into 
the MUA’s Budget and maintains a separate Sewer Utility Budget separately from the 
Municipal Budget as we maintain a Water Utility Budget separate from the Municipal 

Budget. Stated that is not the MUA Budget or their funds or revenues. Stated that this 
money was a result of the Townships monies that were obtained through a 40-year 

agreement with the MUA where the $575,400.00 is collected each year and interest is 
accrued.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on a page on Facebook called ‘Save the 
MUA’ with a petition. Asked for all to be civil and stated he knows that this was not 
Council’s idea and was something that was presented to them for consideration. Noted that 

there are other things going on besides the MUA and noted the condemned buildings that 
are not being fined. Spoke about the crime, people dying and getting cameras for the town. 

Commented on commercial real estate and asked that we no longer bond for commercial 
real estate. Stated that as far as the Water Department, the biggest concern is clean water for 

both Country and Presidential Lakes. Commented on the MUA and stated he does not 
know how Public Works will be ready for this MUA task. Stated that as far as the lease is 
concerned it is a wash. Commented that people should be getting their pensions.  

 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Commented on not being able to attend the 
meetings as she was away. Stated she has lived in Presidential Lakes since 1979 and has 

well and septic. Commented that she is with the MUA and the other residents of Pemberton 
Township because she does not understand why out of the middle of nowhere and decided 

that this needed to be done to make some money and sock it to the MUA. Stated that the 
Township is supposed to take care of its residents and asked why this was not being put on 
the ballot for the Election. Stated that there are residents that do not know what is going on. 

Commented that if you have to have several meetings, do it and if you have to put it on the 

ballot, do it. Noted when she purchased her home and the various issues she has had. Asked 

the Mayor about the trees at the end of Florida Trail. Councilman Allen asked if there was 
an anticipated opening date for the Presidential Lakes Firehouse. Mayor Patriarca advised 

on the things that have held up the opening and that we are waiting on JCP&L to provide 
the building with power.  

 

Joseph Huber, Browns Mills – 1. Asked Councilwoman McCartney about her statement 
that there would be no rate increases and the same type of service with no problems. 

Councilwoman McCartney read what it said on page 8. Mr. Huber asked if the same page 
stated that there would be roughly $3 million dollars’ worth of upgrades each year and if so, 

who will absorb that. Mr. Bayer explained that any Capital Improvement Plan must come 
to Council and that the report in question is an Engineers report that recommended Capital 
improvements to the sewer system. Stated that this means that if and when the Township 

owns the system, like it does currently, every year with everything it owns, would have to 
develop a Capital Improvement Budget and even if something is in this budget, it does not 

necessarily mean it will be approved as it will come back to Council for approval. Stated 
that there are several approval and voting processes that need to occur publicly and 

therefore the idea that the Engineer wrote a report that said these are recommendations does 
not bind this Council now or ever. Mr. Huber commented that it does not stop Council 
either. Asked if they decided to follow the Engineers report, who would absorb the cost. 

Councilwoman McCartney stated that we have the second or third lowest taxes in the 



County and we are not changing that. Mr. Huber stated they will if they take over the 
MUA. Councilwoman McCartney stated that this is a projected plan and not a set-in stone 

plan and they are not changing anything.  

 

Michael Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Stated he would like to discuss Resolution 99-1980 and 

that the Mayor stated he took the money and had no issue with that. Advised that the 
Resolution states that the Township shall invest the money that the MUA pays. Stated that 

the Mayor had no legal right to take this money and that the profits were supposed to go 
back to the sewer authority to pay for the loan. Also commented on Resolution 44-1980 and 
the surplus. Stated that all of this was hashed out so that the sewer authority would be in 

good standing forever and would never be a problem. Noted that yes it was a problem 40 
years ago, but now it is not and the people worked hard to make sure that the money went 

where it was supposed to go. Asked Council to read the information for themselves. 
Commented on dropping the last sentence that said that the property would be given back to 

the MUA after the lease was up for a nominal fee. Mayor Patriarca stated that Mr. Kemp 
did bring up a point that is correct and the $32,000.00 that was taken at the 
recommendation of the CFO who checked with the Auditor. Stated they were unaware of 

the resolution from 1980 and he will look into that to see what it involves. Noted that there 

was never any intention or lies and he takes offense to being called a liar here in public.  

 

Diane Massa, Pemberton – 1. Questioned Councilwoman McCartney’s comment about 
page 8. Councilwoman McCartney reiterated what it says on page 8 and read from the page. 

Ms. Massa stated that the second part of that was that this was non-binding so which is it. 
Mr. Bayer stated that this was not what was said and that what was said was that the 

Engineering report was a report that made recommendations and that Council was not 
bound by those recommendations. Stated that no one said that the application was non-
binding. Advised that there was no commitment of any kind as it would be illegal and there 

would have to be ongoing budgeting processes for the Township to incur debt. Added that 
the application does not commit to spending or doing any capital improvements.  

 

Dan Hullings, Browns Mills – 1. Stated we are arguing about is peanuts here and what we 
are talking about is so much bigger than the possible movement of accrued interest of 

$32,000.00. Asked what the budget is that we are talking about in the last 10 years and we 
are arguing about $32,000.00. Noted that this is not our problem. Stated that he does not 
know how we are all going to be able to sit down and talk about the big problem peacefully. 

Stated that there is an answer that we can get to without yelling, disparaging each other or 
calling each other names. Commented that this behavior is intolerable and is a waste of his 

time. Stated he also knows it is a waste of Council’s time as he has sat on their side of the 
bench many a night. Thanked Council for their service and their patience and pleads with 

the public to stop it and be nice and let’s fix this.  

 

Michael Tamn, Mt. Holly – 1. Noted that in the 2018 report the document states that the 

fees need to be modified and asked what that means. Stated that his interpretation means to 
go up which would pay for the $3 million-dollar improvements per year. Commented that if 
that plant could run for 40 years without having to spend $3 million dollars a year, no 

violations and working perfectly, why all of a sudden will it take this money to work. Stated 
that there is a magnitude of problems in running this Township. Stated that Council is the 

legislative branch and controls the money. Commented that the Council runs the meetings 
and under Faulkner the Mayor does not even have to be here. Advised on the reasonable 

fees the MUA has. Commented on the Water Department and that it is not run well under 
the Township. Stated that the men currently doing the job know what they are doing in the 
MUA and are available to take care of an emergency. Stated that the people in the audience 

are their employers and they represent no one else but the residents.  

 

Craig Maley, Pemberton – 1. Stated he has been here about 10 years. Asked where the 

recommendation came from and how this started. Council President Trueblood advised that 
it was just something they were looking into and that no decisions have been made. Mr. 

Bayer explained that each year when the Township does its budget, the Department of 
Community Affairs has a questionnaire and one of the questions basically asks if you have 
an MUA and if you have looked into consolidating services and for many years the answer 

was always no. Advised that your State Aid is tied to how many yes answers you get on the 
questionnaire and this town has always had enough yes answers to get to the maximum aid. 

Commented that the State advised towns to operate more efficiently are saying that you 
should look at this and the towns decided last year to authorize Remington & Vernick to 

look into this which was presented in December. Mr. Maley stated that ultimately, they 
needed to ask themselves as he is sure many are on sewer if it is worth it and if you fix 
something that is not broken. Council President Trueblood stated she has heard this many 



time’s but that no one is looking ahead. Mr. Maley asked what benefit the residents are 
getting. Council President Trueblood stated that no decision has been made and that 

keeping everything under the same municipality would be good. Stated it is their official 
duty to look into this and to look down the line. Councilwoman McCartney also advised on 

the savings to the taxpayers as mentioned by Mr. Bayer. Mr. Maley stated that this was an 
if. Council President Trueblood stated that there is an if with everything and you have to 

look at the positive and the negative. Mr. Maley stated that he moved down here because of 
the prices and feels there are a lot more things that need to be fixed in this town other than 
sewer.  

 

Kathy Timmons, Crocus Lane – 1. Stated that she is here about a different issue but is 
interested in the MUA issue. Noted that she has a sewer problem. Stated that the County 

told her it is a sewer problem and the MUA came out and said it is not their issue. Advised 
that she contacted the DEP and then spoke to the Mayor who suggested she speak to the 

Engineer on the County side. Advised that the Engineer suggested more testing be done by 
the MUA. Stated that right now she just needs to know what is going. Noted that she is 
being told by the County that there is sewer water going into a lake that is coming from 

under the road and she does not know where it is coming from but knows it is not from her 

or her neighbors’ home. Stated that this has been going on for more than 3 months and it is 

polluting the lake. Commented that if it were her doing it this would be a big issue. Stated 
she is getting a different story from each person she speaks to. Councilman Allen stated that 

to him it sounds like it is a Public Safety issue and for her to continue to document. Asked 
Administration if we are going to reach out to the County or someone to see what is going 
on with this. Mayor Patriarca advised that he has spoken to the County Engineer as he was 

concerned when Ms. Timmons indicated that another agency had said that they washed 
their hands of this issue and had done all they could in a sense. Stated he did not think that 

was appropriate so after he spoke with the County Engineer, he gave her his number so she 
could contact him directly to understand the Engineer’s position on this matter. Stated that 

the County Health Department is involved in this and DEP is aware of this. Stated it is a 
County issue and that he has instructed the Business Administrator to reach out to the 

MUA and asked their position on this and find out what they have done and if there is 
anything more they could be doing if it is or is not their issue. Stated that this is an MUA 
and Health Department issue but is not a Municipal issue. Commented that there is not a 

whole lot more that we can do and noted that Ms. Timmons is going in the right direction 
by speaking to those she is speaking to. Suggested that Ms. Timmons go to an MUA 

meeting to speak to the Board to get their position on this also. Commented that 
Administration would stay on top of this and try to help her out but unfortunately there is 

not much we can do as it is not a Township issue. Councilman Allen stated he is concerned 
for her but also for the lake as there is sewage going in there. Discussion ensued on the 
matter and that they are not getting any assistance. Ms. Timmons stated that she just wants 

a report saying this is where it is coming from.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that he just learned tonight that this all came from 

a State questionnaire. Stated he does not think for this town that this will be a savings. 
Commented that we cannot go by conjecture and the proposed things are just proposed. 

Asked how the MUA would be run and if it would be run by other departments. Feels the 
MUA is running right. Commented on the person who is running the MUA right now and 
asked who the town is thinking of for that position. Discussion ensued on the job title and 

who the Township intends to hire. Mr. Bayer explained how the title would work. Mr. 
Boland stated he does not believe the MUA could be run better than it is right now.   

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 

public.  
 
Council President Trueblood advised that there would be a 5-minute break.  

 
Council returned at approximately 8:20 p.m. 

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull New Business items A3 & A4. Councilman Gardner asked 

to pull Resolutions 217-2019, 218-2019 and 219-2019. 
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  
 



*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  214-2019 Authorizes the use of Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 

Funds for Housing Rehabilitation for Hayden, Block 657, Lot 20, in the 

amount of $15,150.00. 

 

  215-2019 Authorizes the use of Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 

Funds for Housing Rehabilitation for Storcella, Block 785, Lot 5.02, in the 

amount of $20,000.00. 

 

  216-2019 Authorizes Cancellation and Refund of Property Taxes on property owned by 

qualifying Totally Disabled Veterans. 

 

  217-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  218-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  219-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

    

NEW BUSINESS 

 *a. Purchases over $3,000 

 

1.  Police - Purchase of Maintenance and Support Services for Live Scan System from 

Idemia Identity & Security USA LLC (formerly Morphotrack) in the total amount of 

$3,508.64. 

 

2.  Police - Purchase of Uniforms and Sgt. Badges from Samzie's Uniforms in the total 

amount of $17,970.43 

 

               3.  Public Works - Purchase of Roofing Shingles for Country Lakes  Clubhouse from 
               Lowes Companies Inc., in the total amount of $4,176.96. Pulled from the Consent Agenda and 

               considered later in the meeting. 

 

               4.  Public Works - Purchase of Roofing Shingles for Pemberton Township Senior Center from 
               Lowes Companies Inc., in the total amount of $4,200.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda and 

               considered later in the meeting. 

 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2019. 
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Meeting Minutes. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes;  

McCartney, abstain; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 
  217-2019 Awards a contract to AC Schultes, Inc. for the Well Evaluations of the 

Deborah Hospital Water System in an amount not to exceed $23,045.00. 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 

Councilman Gardner asked why the bids were so all over the place. Mr. Hornickel  

advised that the Engineers had put out 3 items for bid involving the drilling and 

testing of our wells. Noted the reasons for the rates and the savings. Councilman  

Gardner confirmed that it was more cost efficient to not re-invent the wheel.  
 

Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 217-2019. Gardner, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  218-2019 Awards a contract to AC Schultes, Inc. for the Pilot Well Installation in an 
amount not to exceed $26,998.40. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Motion by Gardner and Allen to approve Resolution 218-2019. Gardner, yes; Allen,  
yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  219-2019 Awards a contract to Steffen Drilling, LLC for the Test Well Redevelopment 
in an amount not to exceed $17,490.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Motion by Gardner and Allen to approve Resolution 219-2019. Gardner, yes; Allen, 

yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

OTHER RESOLUTIONS 

 
220-2019 Authorizes an application to the NJ Department of Law and Public 

Safety for 2019 Drunk Driving Enforcement Funds in the amount of 

$3,097.90. 



 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve Resolution 220-2019. McCartney, yes; 

Gardner, yes; Allen, abstain; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 221-2019 Authorizes a Memorandum of Understanding with Browns Mills  
  LLC, for the redevelopment of the Browns Mills Shopping Center. 

 
Councilman Allen advised that this was a memorandum of understanding between the 
Township and a redeveloper and asked if there were any development costs at this time. 

Mayor Patriarca advised that we would not know until the developer did their due diligence 
to see what they could do at the site. Councilman Allen asked about a potential start date. 

Mayor Patriarca stated he did not know but that they had 120 days to do their due diligence 
and that there were provisions for possible extensions if needed.  

 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 221-2019. Allen, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

 
  222-2019 Authorizes a refund of Vacant Property Registration fees to the  

  ADDED United Stated Department of Veterans Affairs. 
  

Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve Resolution 222-2019. McCartney, yes;  
Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 
 

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR  

ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 32-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON APPROVING THE 
APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL AGREEMENT PURUSANT TO THE 

LONG-TERM TAX EXPEMPTION LAW WITH 200 SOUTH PEMBERTON 
LLC FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 200 SOUTH PEMBERTON ROAD 

(BLOCK 797, LOT 1) IN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 
 

Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting for public comment.  
 

Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned paragraph 4, application to the 

Mayor, and asked if this should go to the Council. Mr. Bayer explained it was filed 
with the Clerk and went to the Mayor and Council and stated that the long-term tax 

exemption law requires that an application be filed. Ms. Maldonado asked if it 
should say the Mayor and Council. Mr. Bayer stated that it could say the Mayor and 
Council as the Council is the redevelopment entity of the Township. Advised this 

would be the 4th Whereas clause. Ms. Maldonado questioned paragraph 7 and asked 
how this could be approved when there is not a copy attached with this ordinance. 

Mr. Bayer advised that Council has copies of the agreement and the analysis. Mr. 
Bayer advised that copies have been available at the clerk’s office. Ms. Maldonado 

said to have transparency they should table it. Mr. Bayer advised that Ms. 
Maldonado could see the agreement and that the developer has expressed to the 
Township that there are timing issues with the developers starting the project. 

Explained what some of the issues were. Stated that since this is a substantial 
investment in the Township. Ms. Maldonado questioned #9 and that there also was 

no attachment included. Mr. Bayer advised it is the same document. Ms. Maldonado 
asked about #10 as it also had no attachment. Mr. Bayer advise that it was again the 

same document.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that if the Township wants ratables that 

some towns might agree in negotiations, to waive taxes or to a tax break. 
Commented that the understanding he has is that any time one entity gets a tax break 
it will be offset by the rest of the taxpayers taking on the burden. Asked if this tax 

break was something that was part of negotiations or if it happened after 
negotiations. Mr. Bayer stated it was part of negotiations and explained the 

redevelopment and housing law and stated that this is to encourage redevelopment. 
Mr. Bayer further explained the agreement and that the payment was somewhere 

between 11% and 17% of annual gross revenues over 30 years. Mr. Boland stated 
that this was all news to him. Mr. Bayer stated that this was a tool that he has both 
suburban and city clients who have used this too, to encourage redevelopment. Mr. 

Boland asked what this was called. Mr. Bayer advised it is called a PILOT or 
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes and explained what it was. Mayor Patriarca advised that 

under the PILOT program that the Township would get to decide where the money 



goes. Stated that since there is no share at this time determined for the school district 
so the entire amount less 5% which is much greater than the local purpose tax that 

would normally have been collected on an equal division under the normal standard, 
which will come to the municipality as revenue to offset the Township’s budget.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Browns Mills – 1. Stated he remembered passing an ordinance 
about a year ago that was doing something like this and he was surprised it was for 

30 years. Mr. Bayer stated it is not a flat rate but a staggered rate that goes up over 
time. Mr. Tompkins asked what we would be looking at the first 5 years as lost 
revenue. Mr. Bayer stated it is not loss but gain as right now it is taxed as farmland. 

Mr. Bayer stated that the PILOT payment would be $486,000.00 and that if we did 
not enter into a PILOT, we would have only collected approximately $250,000.00. 

Mayor Patriarca advised that the extra money was coming from the shares that 
would normally go out to the district and the County, instead the Township is 

getting it. Mr. Tompkins stated he was just trying to see what we would be losing. 
Mayor Patriarca advised we would be getting more. Mr. Tompkins commented on 
this having a direct impact on our schools if workers are moving into town. Mr. 

Bayer advised that these PILOTS are often used for housing projects and explained 

how this would work.  

 
Seeing no other resident wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed 

to the public. 
 
Mr. Bayer advised that the financial agreement does not go into effect until there is a 

redevelopment agreement in effect. Advised that would be presented at the next 
meeting therefore this ordinance could be tabled to the next meeting with no harm if 

Council chose.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to table Ordinance 32-2019 to the next meeting. Allen, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 *a. Purchases over $3,000 Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 

3.  Public Works - Purchase of Roofing Shingles for Country Lakes 
Clubhouse from Lowes Companies Inc., in the total amount of $4,176.96. 

 
Councilman Allen asked who would be doing the work, if we would be contracting out or 

if our Public Works department would be doing it.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve New Business item a3. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

4.  Public Works - Purchase of Roofing Shingles for Pemberton Township 
Senior Center from Lowes Companies Inc., in the total amount of 

$4,200.00. 

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve New Business item a4. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Engineer's Report – 8/29/2019 – Council had no discussion. 

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 8/30/2019. 

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ State Police 

or the Attorney General's office; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Advised that they had appeared before the Local Finance Board on 
August 22nd and that the hearing was not concluded and carried to September 11th.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 



Mayor Patriarca reported: Wanted to reassure the members of the public that the Council 
is fully aware of the operations of this Township and of the improvements and savings that 

have been made by the way Administration and the Supervisors have been managing the 
operations. Stated that not everyone will be satisfied with them but he can assure the public 

that when you have a Department of Public Works that is paving their own roads for a 
municipality and have paved over 119,000  linear feet in the last 5 years and have saved the 

Township $9.8 million dollars in doing so. He would hold this up to any town in the State 
of New Jersey. Stated he intends to give Council a brief summary of what we do here in the 
Township as he just highlighted one item being the Road Program. Commented that the 

Water Division is also hitting it out of the park having replaced and installed new water 
mains, 16,360 feet since 2014. Added that they have removed over 29,000 feet of old iron 

pipe. Stated they have removed over 1,600 feet of old asbestos pipe and replaced 911 water 
meters and 197 read out meters. Commented that they have installed 31 fire hydrants, 

repaired 152 emergency water leaks and done our 10-year cleaning on our tanks. Stated that 
they have constructed a radium treatment plant and has heard that it was a debacle, but he 
feels it was done very professionally. Noted that we were noticed that we had a radium 

problem and shut the well down immediately and took action and are now back on line 
with that well which was one of our highest producing. Stated that the well was one of the 

few things that was done with contractors and everything else he mentioned was done by 
Public Works. Commented that he was not saying that the MUA employees do not do their 

job, what he is saying is that their job is not what is being represented here. Commented that 
you heard someone saying, these employees standing in the hole looking up 30 feet, and 
stated that there is not an MUA employee that does that job, that is all contracted out. 

Stated that we are doing all of this work in house and that is not to say that if we take on the 
job of running the MUA we will be down in a hole 30 feet, we will not be doing that. Stated 

that this is a job for professionals and that is what professionals do and although our guys 
are professionals, they are not professional in that area.  Stated that they will be doing the 

things that they can do as demonstrated in the many things they have done and he will 
show in the report he provides to Council. Commented that these are things that have saved 
the taxpayers millions of dollars and that if it had not been done, we would have failing 

infrastructure. Commented on false statements that are being made about money that the 
Township is going to spend on infrastructure and that this was never said by the Township 

and was nothing more than a recommendation made in an Engineer’s report. Stated that 
what appalls him most about this issue is that there is $41 million dollars’ worth of 

deficiencies in a utility infrastructure here in our Township. Commented that he has not 
heard anyone from that utility dispute the deficiencies in the system saying that those repairs 
are not needed. Commented that for them to have a Capital Improvement plan now, he 

does not understand where it has been all these years. Stated that he has substantial 
evidence to show what we have done with infrastructure here in the Township and noted 

some of those accomplishments including the 5 Dams that were done. Stated that out of 565 
municipalities in New Jersey we are in the 20 lowest and the 3rd lowest in the County for 

taxes. Stated he feels they are managing the taxpayer’s money quite well. Noted we do have 
more work to do and have to take into consideration the impact our district over the next 5 
years with school losing $25+ million dollars. Commented that he appreciates all that they 

do but that our Board has a tough road ahead of them to reduce the costs of providing the 
service in that District. Stated it upsets him when people get up and constantly mislead the 

public. Noting he has heard comments that we are working Public Works too hard. Stated 
he does not believe that is true since the Unions are not complaining and no one is leaving 

here. Mentioned that he knows that Mr. Gillespie will be listening to the tapes and he will 
know he needs to come back to explain to him how the Mayor was wrong stating that all 5 
Council members could be at a public meeting discussing a public issue, that was before that 

Council and not be in violation of the Open Public Meetings Act. Stated that he finds it 
ironic that he advised his Board members not to have a quorum there because they would 

be discussing public issues on this matter. Advised that he had looked up the Open Public 
Meetings Act and it does state that if there is action being taken and just 2 words before that 

is ‘discussed or action being taken’. Stated he has said too much but he sat here and listened 
to the public bash Public Works and the Water Division. Commented that people were 
talking about the Council not being in tune with what is going on and saying that they are 

bobble heads which is ridiculous because all are doing their homework. Commented that he 
has said enough and there will be more time at other meetings.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Nothing to report.  

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Stated to Mr. Boland that he appreciates him being at every 

meeting and he looks forward to his comments and concerns as he is very dedicated. 
Commented that he must say he is a bit disappointed in him in regard to the article he had 



published. Noted that Mr. Bayer had eloquently explained some of the concerns about the 
MUA and the mistake that was made in the initial Engineers report where the money was 

left out. Stated that the Mayor and Mr. Bayer had explained what happened and yet he 
published that everyone just wants to take the reserve that the MUA is holding. Stated that 

he had heard it clearly two weeks ago and yet went and wrote this as something that he had 
heard. Commented that he is not sure what kind of propaganda he is trying to push but he 

was disappointed. Stated he is reading what he said right here and we had a little repour 
back and forth but this disappointed him. Asked the Mayor to post when the summer hours 
will change for the Public Works yard will be. Mayor Patriarca stated that it has been a 

successful program and thanked Council for the recommendation. Stated when he leaves at 
6:00 p.m. he sees trucks bringing brush in. Thanked all for coming out. Reminded everyone 

that tomorrow would be the first day of school. Stated at Newcomb, the Middle School and 
the High School they would be having the greet the students. Explained that this was to 

encourage the kids.   

 

Councilman Allen – Thanked the Mayor for crunching the numbers and providngr Council 
with the statistics on what a great job Public Works is doing. Stated he believes that 

Council, as well as a majority of the public, see what they are doing but it is always good to 

see the numbers and statistics behind that. Commented that during the break a resident 

came up to him and advised that there is still brush and shrubbery from the July storm on 
Scammel and was asked to pass that on. Advised that Virtua would be providing free 

Cancer screenings for the resident of Burlington and Camden counties and you can call 856-
247-7388 for more information. Thanked all that stayed through to the end of the meeting. 
Looked forward to seeing all at the next meeting. Mayor Patriarca stated that they will 

direct Public Works to get out to Scammel.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Stated that the possibility of the dissolution of the MUA is a 
crucial issue with a lot of things to think about and a lot of facts to look through. Thanked 

Administration for providing all of the facts for questions she has asked and thanked the 
public for coming out to share their comments and concerns and how they feel about what 
this would do for our community. Stated she believes that the rest of Council along with her 

takes this very seriously and are not just sitting in a cushiony chair. Commented that they 
do their homework and do listen. Encouraged the public to go to the Township website to 

look through the Local Finance Board application. Stated that there is information there 
that may help in providing facts. Stated she is very thankful that they had the discussion 

about the health henefits related to the retired MUA employees as well as what that would 
look like if there was a dissolution. Stated we need to make sure that we are conscious about 
these things if it is decided to move forward.  

 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked all for coming out and wished that those that left 

had stayed to hear what the Mayor and Council had to say in their comments. Stated they 
will see everyone at the next meeting and continue to move forward with the progress for 

Pemberton Township. Stated they are listening to everyone and taking everything in. 
Commented that they do take it in and do their homework and are not just sitting there in 
their comfy chairs. Commented on what the Township looked like 10 years ago.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


